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Synopsis

Nobel prize-winning author Hermann Hesse imagined life inA India during the lifetime of the Buddha
to create this memorable tale about a restless seeker of enlightenment. First published in 1922,
Siddhartha employs powerful symbolism to impart its timeless teachings.The story concerns a
young Brahman who quits his comfortable home to join a roving group of holy men in striving to
empty their hearts of passion and desire through self-denial and meditation. Discouraged by his
failure to find Nirvana after three years of the strictest asceticism, the young seeker turns to the
fleshly world, where he becomes a wealthy merchant and partakes of sensual pleasures with a
sophisticated courtesan. Years of materialistic self-indulgence numb Siddhartha’s soul, but at his
moment of greatest despondency, he begins to experience his long-sought spiritual

awakening.A True enlightenment, he realizes, cannot be received from the lessons of others; it must
be attained through individual struggle.This handy dual-language edition & ” with its excellent
line-for-line English translation on pages facing the original German text & ” offers students an

outstanding opportunity to hone their German-language skills while discovering a literary classic.
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Text: English, German (translation) Original Language: German

Nobel prize-winning author Hermann Hesse imagined life inA India during the lifetime of the Buddha

to create this memorable tale about a restless seeker of enlightenment. First published in 1922,



Siddhartha employs powerful symbolism to impart its timeless teachings.The story concerns a
young Brahman who quits his comfortable home to join a roving group of holy men in striving to
empty their hearts of passion and desire through self-denial and meditation. Discouraged by his
failure to find Nirvana after three years of the strictest asceticism, the young seeker turns to the
fleshly world, where he becomes a wealthy merchant and partakes of sensual pleasures with a
sophisticated courtesan. Years of materialistic self-indulgence numb Siddhartha’s soul, but at his
moment of greatest despondency, he begins to experience his long-sought spiritual

awakening.A True enlightenment, he realizes, cannot be received from the lessons of others; it must
be attained through individual struggle.This handy dual-language edition& "with its excellent

An

line-for-line English translation on pages facing the original German texta “offers students an
outstanding opportunity to hone their German-language skills while discovering a literary
classic.Original Dover (1998) publication. Unabridged republication of the German text from a

standard edition. Introduction and new English translation by Stanley Appelbaum.A

This novel is sublimely translated by Stanley Applebaum. Hesse’s status as a writer of the first rank
was cemented and enshrined with the publication of this work, | highly recommend this
dual-language book not only for German-language students but for anyone wishing an elevated

appraisal of the human condition. Be prepared...you will feel much better after reading this book!

| read well in German, but | like having the English text to check on words | don’t know. The
translation is good and the alignment of text on the opposing page makes it so much easier than
constantly looking up words. This is a good tool for improving your language skill and it’s a classic
book.

My vocabulary isn’t large so this saves me a lot of dictionary work. Also, sometimes | don’t quite
catch the nuances and a translation clarifies it for me without a lot of struggle. So | am building my
knowledge of vocabulary and grammar.

gift

Classic book written in German with English translation. Excellent learning tool.

Who could not like Herman Hesse? | already owned this same book. My purchase at was another



copy, a gift for a friend.

| had known this family as | live in Bay Ridge, Brooklyn. | am working on a story of my own
concerning Flagg Court, an apartment building in Bay Ridge that was built during the 1930s. The
author’s grandparents had lived there post World War 11.The amazing Crowley and Fernandez
families of my neighborhood did much to help so many others.Nicholas Fernandez has written a

very fine piece.

| have purchased different translations of Siddhartha and | find this to be the best English translation
and having the German is a big additional plus. | found Mr. Applebaum’s translation allows the story
to flow very well and he seems to capture the nuances in English. There are even interesting

footnotes that add to the story.
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